
 

by Jack Reyna 

 Amidst the  gathering 

storm on the horizon, Jaci Trotter 

was crowned the 2014 Homecoming 

Queen for Santo Friday, October 10.  

 Fortunately for the home-

coming court, the rain and winds 

held off long enough for the 2013 

Homecoming Queen Taylor Nemeth 

to place the tiara on Trotter’s head 

during the half-time ceremony. 

 This year’s homecoming 

court consisted of Trotter, Lindsey 

Sams, Callie Wharton, and Reagan 

Hightower. The girls were inter-

viewed shortly after nominations 

were announced and asked how 

they felt about being nominated. 

 

Lindsey Sams 
Escort: Cheryl Weeks 
Activities: Golf, Beta Club, Student 

Council, Science Olympiad, and 

UIL 
Future plans: Attend UNT, become 

a Medical Examiner 
Hobbies: Online Gaming 
Nominated: ‘Excited’ 

Jaci Trotter 
Escort: Randall George   
Activities: Cross Country, Golf, 

Student Council, Science Olympiad, 

and Fellowship Christian Athletes 
Future Plans: Attend Angelo State 

TROTTER TAKES TIARA 

TAILGATE 2014: YEAR OF THE JUNIORS 
by Louanna Green and 

Lakota Pilkington         
 Amongst all of the 

activities that went on dur-

ing last week's homecoming 

week, Santo High had our 

annual tailgate party on 

Tuesday, October 7.  

 During the tailgate 

party, Santo students played 

three games that involved 10 

people from grades 9th-12th 

for each game. One of these 

games was Wildcats vs. The 

Buffalos, a game similar to 

capture the flag, which the 

juniors and seniors tied. The 

second game was Whatcha-

macalit, a tug-a-war type 

game, with the sophmores 

taking first place. The third 

and final game was Fear 

Factor where the seniors  

(cont’d pg. 7) 
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Makin’ Tracks... 

Jaci Trotter smiles for the camera after being crowned 
2014 Homecoming Queen during half-time last Friday. 

and major in Biology   
Hobbies: Piano 

Nominated: ‘Humbled’ 

Reagan Hightower 
Escort: Richard Ward 
Activities: Track   
Future Plans: Become a Respiratory 

Therapist 
Hobbies: Hanging with friends   
Nominated: ‘Honored and Privi-

leged.’ 

Callie Wharton 
Escort: Johnny Wharton 
Activities: FFA, Texas High School 

Rodeo Association, and basketball. 
Future Plans: Become an X-ray 

technician   
Hobbies: Rodeo 
Nominated: ‘Its an Honor be nomi-

nated.’ 



by Michael Hendrick and Ja-

cob Masters 

Mr. Robert Friesen-

hahn is the new Santo High 

School’s band director this 

year. Affectionately known as 

“Mr. Freeze”, Friesenhahn is 

an experienced band director 

hired to lead an existing pro-

gram and perhaps take it in a 

new direction. 

Mr. Freeze grew up in 

Oklahoma City and didn’t 

begin his music career until he 

was put in band during his 6th 

grade year. He was so unhap-

py about being in band, but 

eventually began to like it and 

wanted to learn more and 

more about music. When he 

graduated high school,  he left 

Oklahoma to attend college in 

Texas in order to pursue his 

love of music. 

Mr. Freeze is passion-

ate about all instruments. He 

can’t tell you one he doesn't 

like; the same goes with mu-

sic. Mr. Freeze will listen to 

albums cover to cover over 

any genre. Playing profession-

ally with the Jazz Monsters in 

Fort Worth on the weekends, 

he also attends Texas Tech 

University during the sum-

mers, where he is currently 

working on getting his mas-

ters degree in music educa-

tion. 

Mr. Freeze previously 

taught at Cisco and Rising 

Star. He comes to Santo in 

hopes of continuing the suc-

cessful trend the music pro-

gram has had here. 
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erties. 

 Joe Padget, foreman of Lake Palo Pinto Marina 

said, "The lake was last full in the Spring of 2012. Now 

the power plant is just months away from having to shut 

down if we don’t get anymore rain."  

 With the low levels of water at the lake, resi-

dents can walk around the dried up parts, locating ar-

rowheads and lost artifacts from other people due to the 

extremely low levels of water at Lake Palo Pinto. 

By Micah Holt, and Blake Wysong 

 Lake Palo Pinto is down eighteen feet 

this year due to the severe drought conditions 

being experienced  in Palo Pinto County and 

the surrounding area. 

 Local residents have been notified of 

the shortage of water and new restrictions 

going into effect. Basically, there is no outside 

watering except for animals at residential prop-

MR. FREEZE: TREBLE-MAKER OR MUSIC MAN? 
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Editorial/Features 
Lake Palo Pinto: Where’s the Water? 

(L) Lake Palo Pinto—2 years ago, before the current drought. (R) Lake Palo Pinto as it is today. 



by Dakota Campbell 

 Performing at the 

Heart of Texas Music 

Festival in Early last 

Saturday, the Santo 

High School Marching 

Band received all 1’s for 

their ratings. 
 The band left at 

10:00 a.m. and arrived at 

Early around 11:45 a.m. 

on Saturday October 11. 

As soon as the busses 

stopped, band members 

unloaded and began pre-

paring their perfor-

mance, which was set 

for 1:30. After warming 

up, the band headed 

over to the field and per-

formed in front of the 

three judges. With their 

show concluded, the 

band headed back to the 

busses to change and 

wait for results. After 

the results were an-

nounced, everyone was 

hyped up about receiv-

ing all 1’s. Band mem-

bers then loaded the bus-

ses to head home. 
 When it comes 

to the scoring at the 

competitions it's a 1 to 4 

point system. A one is 

the best you can get and 

4 is the lowest score you 

can get. Just because 

you get all 1's doesn't 

mean you were the best 

band there. There can be 

bands that have better 

marching or better play-

ing. It all depends on 

how good the band is 

and how the judges feel 

about certain criteria. 
 This coming Sat-

urday on October 18, the 

Santo High School 

Marching Band will be 

heading back to Early to 

perform at the official 

UIL contest. So wish the 

Santo Band good luck. 

FINE ARTS 
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Gang Green Gains Ground 

Wildcat Band members play for the home crowd during half-time of 
the 2014 Homecoming game. The show included Tales of the West and  
the school fight song. 

A large crowd witnessed a less formal performance by the band as they marched in the 
2014 Homecoming parade last Friday. 



By Keith Chalker and Ty 

Hunter 
 The Varsity Wild-

cats won their homecoming 

game last Friday with a 28-10 

victory despite a 2 hour rain 

delay at halftime. The Wild-

cats were ahead at halftime 

15-10, and after the 2 hour 

rain delay, the Wildcats came 

out and played a much better 

second half, scoring two 

touchdowns while holding 

Cross Plains to a  scoreless 

second half. 
 The Varsity Wild-

cats are on a roll this year, 

and they are not even close to 

done yet. The Wildcats are 

predicted to take the Playoffs 

by storm this year, a first 

since 2011. The Wildcat of-

fense through the first 5 

games have outscored their 

opponents 42-10. They are 6-

0, with 2-0 record in District. 

The Wildcats have a total of 

1797 yards rushing through 

five games, with an average 

of 344 yards per game. 
 The Wildcat defense 

is the best they have ever 

been. The average rushing 

yards given up by the Wild-

cats each game has been kept 

to only 100 yards, an incredi-

ble stat. Another impressive 

stat is opposing teams only 

average 2.4 yards a carry 

against the Wildcat defense. 

The varsity defense has 

scored 5 touchdowns and 

only given up 7 touchdowns 

through 5 games. 
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Sports Page 

by Callie Wharton 

 Last week at 

Brock, varsity girls cross 

country team finished 4th 

out of a total of eighteen 

teams. Individuals placing 

at the Brock meet were 

Colton Erwin (9th) and 

Cheyenne Jones (13th). The 

junior high did well also, 

with Bailey  Billue taking 

18th place. 
 With times drop-

ping each week, it shows 

that the Santo Ladycats and 

Wildcats are hard at work 

competing in many cross 

country meets. There are 19 

high school girls, 1 high 

school boy, and 13 jr. high 

girls representing Santo at 

these invitational meets. 
 What does cross 

country teach kids about life? 

"With things in life that are 

worth getting, you sometimes 

have to go through a little 

pain to get what you want."- 

Coach Raffaele 
 "The cross country 

runners have been working 

really hard and are improving 

each time. They all have been 

coming with positive atti-

tudes." - Coach Hughes 
 When asked what 

the most rewarding part of 

being a coach was, Coach 

Raffaele replied, "Seeing kids 

set goals and achieving them 

through their work ethic."     
 

THE WINS KEEP ON COMIN’ 

CROSS COUNTRY TAKES 4TH AT BROCK 

by  Letha Fowler & Callie 

Wharton 

 Ladycats are starting 

their basketball season and 

will be facing a strong district 

this year. With new assistant 

coaches Kristy Hughes and 

Mizti Miller helping to pre-

pare the girls, this season 

looks to be off to a great start. 

 The first Ladycat 

basketball scrimmage is No-

vember 8, with regular season 

play beginning November 11 

through February 10. Coach 

Tony Raffaele, Hughes, and 

Miller believe that their team 

will make it to state again. 

 When asked about 

what this year has in store 

after having gone to state and 

graduating five seniors, 

Raffeale said, "It's not the 

first time. We will still be 

successful."  

 Asked whether the 

Ladycats would make a re-

turn appearance to the state 

playoffs, Raffeale replied, 

"We have a good of a 

chance as everybody 

else."  Raffaele’s strategy 

for this year? “Stay on 

course, self-discipline, work 

ethic," said Raffaele. 
 This is Coach 

Hughes’ first year at Santo. 

Moving from a large high 

school to Santo can be quite 

a difference. "It was a huge 

change moving from a 6A 

to a 2A," Hughes stated, but 

she’s “excited about the 

season and tradition."  

 Recently the Lady-

cats played a Fall League 

basketball game, giving the 

coaches a preview of the 

team. Hughes said, "It 

helped us see what we need 

to work on. We are doing 

some good things."     

 

New Coaches, same strategy: Win 

Despite the driving rain during the second half, the Santo Wildcats held on to 
win with a 28-10 victory over the Cross Plains Buffaloes. 



Warning: the following advice may 
cause outrageous laughter, critical 
thinking, and/or thoughtful ponder-
ing. The purpose of this column is to 
provide thoughtful advice to our 
student body over issues that concern 
them. 

 

Dear Ima Wildcat, 
Well fry me and cover me in 

brown gravy because I'm a 

chicken. Last week was 

homecoming week, and I 

never asked the girl to 

homecoming. I had planned 

to ask her a month ahead of 

time, but I always told my-

self “next time,” and before 

I knew it Friday had 

creeped up on me. Home-

coming was a bust, but I still 

want to ask her out. Any 

advice on how to ask the girl 

and not chicken out? 
Sincerely, Gravy Covered 

Chicken 
 

Dear Gravy, 
Have no fear, your wildcat is 

here. So you chickened out on 

the girl and never asked? 

Well, Gravy, you can't go 

back, but you can certainly try 

again. Here's the thing, you 

can't underestimate yourself, 

you have to have a plan. Then 

PUT THE PLAN INTO AC-

TION, and do not get discour-

aged about what the answer 

might be. Take a chance, and 

get out there. May the force be 

with you, Gravy. 
Sincerely, Ima Wildcat 
 

Dear Ima Wildcat, 
The donut store opened this 

week, and I decided I want-

ed to get some donuts. I 

went up there and waited in 

line, but before I knew it, it 

was 8:10 and I was late to 

my first period. Now my 

first period teacher is upset 

with me. I didn't mean to 

upset them; I just wanted 

donuts. What could I do to 

try and make them not up-

set with me? 
Yours truly, 
Donut Lover 
 

Dear Donut Lover 
My advice to you is first, 

don't be late class; second, 

bring an extra donut for your 

teacher (or an extra dozen if 

it’s Coach Jones); then third, 

go and give them a sincere 

apology. Although they may 

be upset with you, it  does not 

mean they hate you and 

won’t accept an apology. 

This will show that you’re 

responsible enough take any 

consequences that they may 

give to you. 
Sincerely, Ima Wildcat 
P.S: I prefer the chocolate 

covered ones! 

I HATE POEMS 
        

I hate poems. 
This sucks. 

Make it stop. 
It’s killing my head. 

My hands hurt. 
My palms are sweaty. 

I’m really bored. 
People are talking. 

It’s really loud. 
This is the end. 

I’m throwing it in. 
- Aron Pilkington 

WILDCAT CHAT . . .DEAR IMA WILDCAT 

POETRY CORNER . . .ORIGINAL POETRY BY SHS 
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Entertainment Section 

THE BARNYARD 

The Farmer said “Hey, Hey, Hey” 

As the Horses say “Neigh, Neigh, Neigh” 

For some of its hay, hay, hay 

The Pig comes running “Oink,  Oink, Oink” 

As he falls, going doink, doink, doink 

The Baby Bird has hatched, “Peep, Peep, Peep” 

Momma Bird goes “Cheep, Cheep, Cheep” 

Hens go “Buck, Buck, Buck” 

When the Rooster goes “Cluck, Cluck, Cluck” 

Coyotes see the chicks, and say “Yip, Yip, Yip” 

After eating, they go “Yap, Yap, Yap” 

The Border Collie pups go “Roof, Roof, Roof” 

The Momma Border Collie goes “Woof, Woof, Woof” 

The Donkey goes “ heehaw, heehaw” 

As the Cowboy riding him yells “Yeehaw” 

The Mouse in the barn says  “Eek, Eek, Eek” 

As the Rats go “Squeak, Squeak, Squeak” 

The Cats go “Meow, Meow, Meow” 

Her Kittens go “Mew, Mew, Mew” 

While the Cows in the pasture go “Moo, Moo, Moo.” 

-Callie Wharton 



by Chase Sweek & Aron Pilkington 

 The Santo FFA Teams took home 10 out of 16 awards last 

Wednesday at the Mineral Wells Expo Center as they competed in 

Hay Judging. 

 Senior Team A consisted of Morgan Tallant, Noah Smith, D 

Boyd, and Anderson McKennon. Senior Team B consisted of Aron 

Pilkington, Coy Clower, Chase Elliot, and Bryson Gilbert. 

 Junior Team A consisted of Jill Johnson, Cooper VanRem-

men, Garret Tallant, and J.T. Smith. Junior Team B consisted of 

Tucker Elliott, Fabion Valenzuela, Josh Johnson, and Victor Nar-

vez. 

 Junior 4-H Team consisted of Tucker Tanner, Mason Smith, 

Wyatt Patteson, and Emma Jones 

 The FFA Jr. Team B won first place, and the  Jr. 4-H team 

won second. In individual scoring,  Tucker Elliot won first, Fabian 

Valenzuaela placed third, Wyatt Patteson took fourth, and Emma 

Jones placed fifth. 

 In the senior division of the team competition, Senior A 

Team placed second, with Senior B Team taking third. Individual 

results of the senior division placed Morgan Tallant in second. 
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by Reagan Hightower 

October: 

16th- Baked Potato Supper at 4:30, foot-

ball feild. 
17th- Yearbook Fundraiser. 
18th- Marching Band Contest, Early, TX. 
20th- Senior & PK-11th Picture Retakes. 
21st- Progress Reports come out, JH Band 

trip to Bass Hall. 
22nd- District XC meet at Perry CC. 
24th- Pink Out/ Lights Out pep rally at 

3:20. 

November: 
1st- Fall Festival, Region 2 XC meet at 

UTA. 
3rd- Senior Trip to Bass Hall. 
7th- VFB Senior Night at 7:30. 
8th- JVG/VG scrimmage at Peaster, State 

XC meet at Round Rock. 
11th- JVG/VG in Santo at 5:00 p.m. 
12th- JH/HS Report cards come out. 
13th- Peaster JV Tourney, JH BB at 

Goldthwaite, JH Girls BB here at 5:00. 
14th- Peaster JV Tourney. 
15th- Peaster JV Tourney. 
17th- District FFA LDE Hamiltons at 4:00 

p.m., JH Boys in Santo at 5:00 p.m., JV 

Girls in Hico at 5:00 p.m. 
18th- BB with Stamford at 5:00 p.m. 
20th-Graford VB Tourney, Lipan JVB 

Tourney. 
21st- Graford VB Tourney, Lipan JVB 

Tourney. 
22nd- Graford VB Tourney, Lipan JVB 

Tourney, Area FFA LDE’s Stephenville 

HS. 
24nd- BB Here at 4:00 p.m., Santo Pig 

Vaildation at 4:00 p.m. 
25th- Early release at 1:30 p.m., BB in 

Onley at 4:00 p.m. 

26th-28th Thanksgiving Holiday. 

Club News & Activities 
FFA: HAY DAYS ARE HERE 

CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 

by Staff 

 Students have many op-

portunities to become involved at 

Santo High. With the advent of a 

new block of time referred to as the 

“Success Period”, students have 

time for tutoring, a study hall,  and 

club meetings. This allows students 

the ability to join several clubs 

without having to give up their 

lunch time with friends. 

 Speaking of club meetings, 

the Beta Club will meet every 

Thursday during Success Period. 

This year’s sponsor is Mrs. Harris, 

who teaches English and Art. Re-

cently they elected Lindsey Sams as 

the Beta Club President. 

 The student council meets 

every Monday and Wednesday in 

Club Briefs 
their sponsor Mrs. Tallant’s room. 

They elected new leadership, with  

Lindsey Sams voted in as president. 

 There is also a new club on 

campus this year—the “No-Drama 

Drama Club” sponsored by Mrs. 

Miller. This club includes the One-

Act Play performers and anyone 

else who is interested in multiple 

performances throughout the school 

year. The No-Drama Drama Club 

recently sponsored the Homecom-

ing Dance for 6th through 12th 

grade. The photo booth was a huge 

hit with the students. Another dance 

is planned to celebrate Valentine’s 

Day.   
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defeated the other classes to take the top spot. 

                After the games were concluded, the 

classes split up into grade levels to eat the food 

that was provided and set up by sponsors and 

parents. Freshmen and sophomores dined on 

Chicken Express; juniors stayed with the theme 

and devoured buffalo wild wings; and last, but not 

least, seniors ate a catered dinner provided by 

their sponsors which included pulled pork, potato 

salad, beans, New York Hill rolls, and homemade 

buttermilk pies and peach cobbler. 
 At the end of the night, results were 

announced as to who won the games and overall 

Tailgate 2014: first place went to the juniors, 

second place to the seniors, third place to the 

sophmores, and fourth place to the freshmen. All-

in-all, everyone had a great time and enjoyed 

tailgating the Santo High School way. 

Homecoming 2014… (cont’d from page 1) 

The Homecoming Queen 

Court: (L to R) Lindsey Sams, 

Jaci Trotter, Callie Wharton, 

Reagan Hightower. 

Winners of the truck decorating contest: 

the Junior Class with their “Buffalo Bistro” 

serving up buffalo in more ways than you 

can count. Freshmen came in second with 

their “Knockout the Buffaloes” boxing 

ring on the back of a semi. 

The Athletic Booster Club cooked fajitas 

for the student body and staff last Friday 

to celebrate Homecoming week. Students 

enjoyed eating outside in the nice weath-

er as they gathered around tailgates to so-

cialize and finish their lunches. 
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Fun Facts! 

by  Gilbert Enriquez & Colby Carroll 

1. Neil Armstrong stepped on the moon with his left foot. 

2. The oldest tortoise, named Jonathon, is 182 years old. 

3. A newborn panda bear is the size of a stick of butter. 

4. In Montana cows outnumber people 3 to 1. 

5. Prince Charles’ Secret Service name was Unicorn. 

6. October is national pizza month. 

7. A snail can sleep for approximately 3 years at a time. 

8. At the end of prohibition, FDR said “What America  

 needs now is a drink.” 

9.Goldfish can not blink because have no eyelids. 

10. Yawning is a contagious acting and can be spread to  

 monkeys and dogs. 

Library Corner 

Book Review:  

Pillage by Obert Skye 

by Micah Holt 

 Figure out what's growing around Kingsplot in the book Pillage. 

Beck Phillips’ life has taken a turn for the weird. He just moved in with his 

rich uncle. That might not be so bad, except that he is crazy and obsessed 

with dragons... 

by Michael Burnside and Blake Wysong 
 There are many new book series in the library that are now becoming 

new movies. So if you are going to watch the movie, think about reading the 

book first! Book series include: Divergent, The Giver (1993), I Am Number 4 

(2010), Percy Jackson Blood of Olympus, and the Ripley’s Believe it or Not 

and Guiness Book of World Records. 
 Another interesting aspect of the library is not even in the library. 
"Today is" explains and tells different events that you probably didn't know. It 

also is used for teachers used as well The high school  "Today is" is across 

from the band hall. The Jr high "Today is" is located at the cardboard bulletin 

board. 

GOLFING TO 

GRADUATION 

by Reagan Hightower 

 The senior class is host-

ing a golf tournament to raise 

money for project graduation on 

October 18, at the Sugar Tree 

Golf Course.  

 The tournament already 

has 18 teams entered, but people 

are welcomed to sign up the day 

of the tournament. Entry fees 

are $280 a team. Jerry's Dealer-

ship from Weatherford is donat-

ing a car as the prize for a hole-

in-one.  

 The senior class hopes 

the tournament will be a huge 

success and help raise funds for 

their Project Graduation 2015. 


